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Introduction 
 When I finished reading “Hidden Figures”, I thought, Cool! But… what happens next? 
The work that Katherine, Mary, and Dorothy have done for women, the African-American 
community, and NASA as a whole was astounding.  However, I felt like something was missing 
at the end of the novel. I wanted to know more – Who followed in these women’s footsteps? 
What progress has been made within minority communities in regards to aviation and space 
travel? Who are the intelligent women currently representing the United States in space? What 
stories still need to be told? 
 With these questions in mind, I began to do a little research about minority female 
astronauts, both contemporary and historical.  I think it can be very empowering for young 
people, both girls and boys, to learn about successful individuals who have had to overcome 
many hardships in their lives.  When students see a person who looks similar to them breaking 
barriers and living out great adventures, inspiration can strike.  I wanted to highlight these 
minority women because representation matters. I hope this small project encourages students to 
become more interested in science-related fields when they otherwise might not be.  
 
The Project 
 For this assignment, I created a collection of trading cards that provide biographies and 
important information about influential minority women in flight.  The front of each card has 
basic demographic information, including each person’s name, birth date, hometown, and what 
they are known for.  The back of each card has a slightly longer explanation of each person, 
followed by something they are quoted with saying and some key facts about their lives. The 
cards can be printed out in color and laminated for longevity if desired. The women included in 
this project are: 
• Peggy Whitson 
• Bessie Coleman 
• Sally Ride 
• Mae Jemison 
• Ellen Ochoa 
• Kalpana Chawla 
• Judith Resnik 
• Jessica Watkins 
 
 
This project fits in with the “Hidden Figures” novel in several ways. This assignment 
should be used following the completion of the book as a way to highlight important people and 
moments in NASA’s history.  Students will be able to see how each woman in the program 
paved the way for the women after her.  It would be useful to teach students about Bessie 
Coleman during the first chapter of the novel as her story came before Katherine’s, Mary’s, and 
Dorothy’s stories, and she faced rampant racial and gender discrimination.  Otherwise, the rest of 
the women included in this project came after the women in “Hidden Figures”, and should thus 
be taught after students have finished reading the book.  The women are placed in chronological 
order in the PowerPoint for this purpose. 
These trading cards were intentionally created to be used in a variety of ways. They could 
fit into both English and Social Studies curriculums.  Teachers can hand out some of the trading 
cards to each student and have them educate other students on the person on their card.  They can 
lecture about these women and then hand out the cards to be kept in each student’s desk as a 
reminder of what women are capable of when they work hard.  Teachers may also choose to 
have students create their own trading cards, either individually or as a class, on ‘Hidden 
Figures’ in their own communities.  If preferred, teachers can print out these cards on a large 
scale as posters and hang them around the classroom. The goal is to educate students on women 
they probably have not heard of while engaging them in a fun activity related to science. The 
possibilities are endless! 
 
Interesting Links 
 The following are webpages that I found useful and interesting during my research. If 
teachers want to create their own trading cards with other ‘Hidden Figures’, browsing on 
Wikipedia for prominent figures in a particular field is a great place to start! In addition, Amazon 
is an incredible resource for buying young adult books at low prices. 
• Article regarding Jessica Watkins’s biography and her induction to NASA 
- https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/06/mars-astronaut-jessica-
watkins/530373/ 
• Young adult book about Bessie Coleman - https://www.amazon.com/Fly-High-
Story-Bessie-Coleman/dp/0689864620 
• Young adult book about pioneering women in space - 
https://www.amazon.com/Sally-Ride-Photobiography-Americas-
Pioneering/dp/1596439947  
• Resource for teachers looking to create their own trading cards in a different 
format than those provided with this project 
- www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/trading-card-
creator-30056.html 
• Page listing all female astronauts 
- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_female_astronauts 
• NASA’s Astronaut Homepage - https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts 
• Quick and easy source for looking up quotes given by famous people 
- www.azquotes.com/ 
• Biography of Rolls Agnes Rolls Cousins, a local black female aviator (this site 
is also a great general research tool) 
- https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1657  
• West Virginia Aviation Division - http://aviation.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx  
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